Tuart Flowering Cycle
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When the ecosystem is out of balance some creatures benefit at a cost to others – if the bud-weevil is not controlled by its natural predators then not many buds survive to produce seed. 


Clearing of habitat has lead to a decrease in some predators – a healthy forest needs more than just trees – the understorey plants are equally important.





Creamy-white sweet smelling flowers
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A tiny Tuart bud-weevil (Haplonyx tibialis) has made a hole in this bud and laid an egg inside. The larva has grown inside the bud and eaten its way out. The bud has fallen to the ground before flowering can take place.





A bunch of Tuart fruit





Fruit after shedding its seed





Club-shaped buds before flowering
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A bud about to burst into flower
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A young Tuart bud forming 











